Republic of the Philippines
Province of Surigao del Sur
MUNICIPALITY OF CAGWAIT

Office of the Sangguniang Bayan

Email Address: osbscagwait/a gmail com

MINUTES OF THE PUBLIC HEARING CONDUCTED BY THE OFFICE OF THE SANGGUNIANG
BAYAN OF THE MUNICIPALITY OF CAGWAIT, SURIGAO DEL SUR, HELD AT THE BARANGAY
UNIDAD COMMUNITY TRAINING CENTER, UNIDAD, CAGWAIT, SURIGAO DEL SUR ON
AUGUST 13, 2026.

Presiding Officer Melchie C. Tuscano, Municipal Vice-Mayor, called the public hearing to
order at 8:30 in the moming.

i NATIONAL ANTHEM

The national anthem was sung through an audio visual presentation.
.  INVOCATION

The invocation was led by Ms. Haivy Lamela.
V. OPENING MESSAGE

Hon. Joseph E. Estrada, Punong Barangay of Barangay Unidad, delivered his welcome
message to the atiendees of the public hearing. in his message, he wammly welcomed all
participants and expressed his sincere appreciation to the Sangguniang Bayan for choosing
Barangay Unidad as the venue for the conduct of the public hearing.

V. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF PARTICIPANTS

Mr. Alan A. Cabrera, Secretary to the Sanggumiang Bayan, acknowledged the
representatives of the six (6) barangays, as well as the invited guests and resource persons from

VL  MESSAGE

Municipal Vice-Mayor Meichie C. Tuscano thanked the general public for their presence and
amuragedeveryonebﬁstenauenﬁvdymmepr&eemaﬁondmedeva[(ﬂ)pmmsed
aﬁnam.tbmnﬂmsted&dmomseda@moeshpodngbgsmdpendhesmnstﬁrstbe
presented to the public through a public hearing before finalization. He also encouraged the
attendees to raise questions and seek clarifications regarding the proposed measures and to follow
the official Facebook page of the Sangguniang Bayan of Cagwait for updates and announcements.

Vii. PRESENTATION OF PROPOSED ORDINANCES

1. An Ordinance Establishing the Integrated PreenqiivelFomedand_Emerge_my
Evacuation System in response to disasters in the Municipality of Cagwait, Province
ofSuﬁgaodelSmhposhgpmaliaaldviohﬁonﬂuemofuldforoﬂnerpumosu.
Authored by Hon. Guardiano C. Lozada

BemaldV.Lanapr&semedmeﬁslpmposedmdnameaﬂMeﬂyexphhediskey
pwbb:‘;n-atﬂoqecﬁm.rbanplmﬁedmaﬂemeasummmmmmesafaydm
cmsﬁhmntsduﬂrgwdaﬁﬁessﬂashods,tsmaﬁs,mﬂeuﬂnmk&-mdsoemhﬂmm
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three (3) alert levels and their comresponding colors as indicators of the severity of the situation. He
further highlighted the provision imposing a penalty on individuals who refuse to comply with a
forced evacuation order, as well as the spedific roles and responsibilities of each barangay during

After the presentation, the open forum followed.

Barangay Kagawad Jed Taripe greeted the body and shared that the evacuation center in
Barangay Unidad is located in the upperevel area. He noted that some residents prefer to remain
in their homes because they believe they are safer there than in the evacuation center. He also
bring evacuees to designated evacuation centers. Although the barangay has available vehicles,
these are not enough to accommodate all evacuees. He shared that during previous evacuations,
LGU vehicles also assisted in transporting residents. However, the process remained challenging
due to the large number of evacuees. By the time the LGU vehicles amived, the transportation of
evacuees was already nearly completed.

Hon. Loma answered based on his personal view. For example, if we are not yet able to
establish a safe evacuation center, that would be the responsibility of the barangay. Of course, we
cannot implement the evacuation if our evacuation center is not safe either. We have seen the
situation, so we will have to make the necessary arrangements. As for transportation, there are
vehicies from the barangay and the LGU. There can also be augmentation from other agencies.
The barangay may call for additional vehicles if needed, since the available vehicles are already on
standby.

Punong Barangay Felix Vasquez said that his concemn was the distribution of relief goods.
He asked whether the barangay still needs to coordinate with or seek permission from the LGU
before distributing the relief goods.

Hon. Loma dlarified that the distribution referred to is after a calamity, such as when the
GMA Foundation or other private organizations want to provide assistance. He explained that these
organizations are expected to coordinate with the LGU, as they most of the time do not coordinate
with the LGU.

Mrs. Avelina Taripe raised a concem regarding evacuation. She said that in Barangay
Unidad, the evacuation area is on their land. However, their concem is the cleankiness of the
comfort rooms, as users do not properly clean them. She suggested that the municipality shouid
support the barangay, particularly in identifying or establishing a suitable location for an evacuation
center.

Hon. Loma thanked Mrs. Taripeforalowhgmeuseofherafea.He_sugg&stedmatme
mmmwmmmﬁmwmmm,amummm
to the Municipal Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Council (MDRRMC).

There being no further comments, the discussion was concluded.

2. AnOrdinancepmvidhghrﬂnsﬂeunﬁnedguﬂeﬁnesforﬂlelssuameofPemﬁls,
mmammwmmmmmw
hansacﬁmshanoiﬁcosldepamnenlsofﬂleﬂunicipalmemmmnofcm
pursuammﬂlemuemmndwncnular(JIC)No.zms-om,seﬁesofzms,
enﬁﬂed:hnple:wnﬁ!gRubsandReguhﬁonsofRAﬁoszoﬂ:emisehmwnism
“EaseofDothushessandEﬁcieMGwemmeMSewiceDeﬁvewActofzms,aM
for other purposes.

Authored by Hon. Guardiano C. Lozada

rbn.GmnﬁamLozadamademeprwemalbnmdexpldnedmemmmdmesid
ordinance.

No comment.

I



3. An Ordinance declaring all water bodies, coastal resources and other tributaries as
biodhegsnyandwsewaﬁonateasofﬂleﬂunicipaﬁyofCagwaRformepurmseof
protection and preservation, and imposing penalties for violations thereof and for
other purposes.

Authored by Hon. Guardiano C. Lozada

an:MnRoE.EsuadapmmWoposedmmaMexplainedﬁsommmsam

After the presentation, an open forum was conducted.

‘_BamngayKagademnﬁoMMiaImexpre&sedhismnoemregammmepemly
provnsaqn-PbaslgedﬂneﬂmaPLOM.Mpendybrﬂeﬁrsmﬁenseomeehnposedknnediatey
even without a prior waming. He suggested that a waming should be given first.

Hon. Estrada answered that this public hearing itself serves as a waming to the public. He
stated that the matter will be further discussed and considered during their deliberation in the

Punong Barangay Raymunda Prado stated that in Arangasa Island, she is hoping that a
schedule will be established for the collection of their garbage so that their waste can be collected
reguiarly.

Mayor already has a program addressing the matter, and that a coastal clean-up in Arangasa is
scheduled for tomomow.

Mr. Rogelio Nozares stated that his concermn was regarding the reservoir. He said that the
surrounding rainforest should be included in the protected area and that the cutting of trees in those
areas should be prohibited. He noted that AURWASA has an insufficient water supply and
expressed that this was his suggestion to help protect the watershed.

Presiding Officer Tuscano said that, as he remembered, the provisions conceming
watershed management had already been incorporated into the ordinance, including the prohibition
of such activities. He then requested Mr. Arthur Luengas, MENR Officer, to provide additional input.

Mr. Arthur Luengas greeted the attendees. With regards to the question about the
watershed, we are cumently finalizing the Watershed Management Plan, which may be completed
this month. Despite the plan not yet being finalized, our municipality is making efforts to preserve
our watersheds. In fact, we have hired four (4) Bantay Gubat personnel to monitor and protect our
forest areas. Trees in the sources of our water should not be cut. Fortunately, our rivers still have
thwater,whﬂehdterﬂaces,mﬁwshmdreadydﬂedup.ﬂﬁsmemsﬁdﬂaeae
siill trees in the surmounding areas; without water, it may mean that there are no longer large trees
in the mountains. Second, our Bantay Gubat personnel were deployed to Cagburao after receiving
information that trees were being cut in the area. With regards to the garbage in Arangasa, we have
deadydiswssedmiswihﬂleMaywandmeaﬂmrwnemdomo&s-Lastweek,wewem
wppomdmcmﬂldmlEChArmgawmwwbhasdedubfmgamagemledionamm
mepmperwaydcdedhgmewaste-rbwever,duemaomﬁdmsduedub,ﬂdidmtwd\
mmhmm"mybecmdlnednenweekmmaweﬂhaveamgdarschqdubmrgmbage
mﬂecﬁm,&speddlysimeﬂmTwﬁsnOﬂbedsohasﬂmstohMeAmmburpadag&.
Tomormow, there will be a coastal clean-up in Arangasa.

Mrs.AveinaTaripesaidmatbsyear,MewererepaisMsaqemef(an h_ﬂat—ewas
degedymusinghwbbbypuﬁngpdsonaﬂeAURWASAwaterme!te(emUnﬂad. She
sidﬂ!atmeAURWASAwateroonsmnerswemaﬁededmdmmemedbymemadent

an.Estradasa'dmalﬂisomdﬂeprdﬂ)ﬁedadsaﬂﬂlatiwmesampm@g
penalty.

Mr.AﬂhurLumgmaddedMﬁhmgadswAURWASA,methvemqu&dedsee:ﬁngs
requ&edseedhgsabmﬁhurﬁm&s.TheLGU’swogramsndhnﬁedtomoMmmgmd

protecting ﬂ\ewatershed;wedsoprovideready—to-planlseedﬁngsforwalershed reforestation.
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There being no further comments or concems, the discussion was concluded.

4. An Ordinance Institutionalizing the Safer Municipality Program of the Municipality of
Cagwait, Surigao del Sur, pursuant to DILG Memorandum Circular No. 2026-029 and
the Approved TSP Resolution No. 1117-26, providing guidelines for its
implementation, appropriating funds therefore and for other purposes.

Authored by Hon. Arthur M. Sanchez

Hon. Arthur M. Sanchez presented the fourth proposed ordinance and briefly discussed its
key provisions and salient features. Following the presentation, an open forum was conducted to
allow the attendees to raise questions and concems.

Mr. Rogelio Nozares stated that in Barangay Unidad, the most prevalent act is the violation
of Republic Act No. 9344, or the Juvenile Justice and Welfare Act of 2006. He suggested that the
Municipal Government conduct information Education Campaign (IEC) activities in schools or
directly with parents. Based on what he has observed, some parents hesitate to discipline their
chiidren because they fear that they may be reporied to the DSWD if they physically punish them.
He noted that the problem is particularly serious among high school students. He also stated that
the PNP personnel in Cagwait is depleted and suggesied requesting additional personnel or force
multipliers. He further suggested to have police visibility in schools.

Presiding Officer Tuscano said, | do believe that the IEC is ongoing, as there is already a
group assigned to conduct the campaign and they are going around. | may also request our PNP

PNP Chief Sugian greeted. He stated that the Women and Children Protection Desk
(WCPD) regularly conducts lectures in schools. Unfortunately, no matter how much we try to instill
fear of the law, discipline must start at home. He urged parents to discipline their children, as this
responsibility cannot be left to the police, and police officers are also prohibited from physically
teachers or PNP personnel, shouid be prnimarily responsible for disciplining their children. Regarding
police visibility in schools, he stated that police personnel are present every moming. However, we
are not allowed to enter the school premises due to an existing memorandum. Police personnel
may conduct inspections only when authorized; otherwise, our role is limited to police visibility.
While classes are ongoing, PNP personnel are not allowed to roam around the school premises
except during authorized activities. He also noted that schools may have their own security guards,
whose salaries are inciuded under the Local School Board.

There being no further comments or concems, the discussion was conciuded.

5. An Ordinance Regulating the Serving, Sale, Distribution, and Promotion of
Carbonated Soft Drinks and High-Sugar Juices in Government Offices, Govermment-
operated Canteens, and during official meetings, trainings, seminars, conferences,
and other similar activities, and Promoting healthier beverage options in support of
Healthy Eating, Nutrition, and Weliness initiatives in the Municipality of Cagwait,
Surigao del Sur.

Authored by Hon. Joanne Socorro L. Ubongen

ThepmpomdmdinmoewasprmuedbyHm.RogenP-Tabugocandexphh_edits
wﬂmlsaMsaiemmwmmpalehﬂyﬂmpmhhtedadsauﬂewmwpmﬁngpenahesm
each offense.

accumuiation of waste.

Hon. Tabugoc dlarified that the ordinance does not include provisions prohibiting the use
singl&usephsﬁtsmwﬂophme.Hmeva,hendedmemnoemmrcmsdemhon,



PfeﬂanOﬁce!Tuscamaddedmdﬂnmisdmadyme)dsthgmdhancepmhiﬁﬁngme
medsngb—pseﬂashw,aﬂmghﬂshpbnﬂlhﬁonmnansamn.mmmdaﬁﬁedmm
proposed ordinance should not be taken to mean a total prohibition on soft drinks, as the matter will
still be discussed during the plenary session.

With no further comments or concems raised, the discussion was concluded.

6. An Ordinance Strengthening the implementation of Executive Order No. 51, otherwise
known as the “Philippine Milk Code of 1986”, Promoting, Protecting, and Supporting
Breastfeeding, Regulating the marketing, promotion, distribution, and donation of
Breastmilk Substitutes, Breastmilk Supplements, Feeding Bottles, and Teats,
Establishing local mechanisms for compliance and enforcement, and providing
penaities for violations thereof in the Municipality of Cagwait, Surigao del Sur.
Authored by Hon. Angelyn P. Prado

Hon. Angelyn P. Prado presented the sixth proposed ordinance and explained its contents
and salient features. She emphasized the importance of breastfeeding, particularly for infants aged
zero (0) to six (6) months, and the prohibition against encouraging mothers to discontinue
breastfeeding in favor of purchasing infant formuila from stores.

After the presentation, an open forum followed.

Dr. Mantilla stated that he was very thankful for the proposed ordinance. He noted that
during postnatal check-ups, some mothers shift to bottle-feeding because they said that they no
longer have enough breast mik. He emphasized that it has long been known that breastfeeding is
more beneficial to infants, as there is a significant difference in the health of children who are
breastfed compared to those who are botile-fed. He added that artificial milk is cow’s milk.

With no further comments raised, the discussion was conciuded.

7. An Ordinance Establishing the Rental Fees, Rates and Charges, Rules and
Regulations for the use of Municipal Badminton and Pickleball Courts, Sports
Equipment, Multipurpose and Evacuation Center, Commercial Stalls, Stores, Canteen
Spaces and other facilities therein, providing funds for its Maintenance and Operation
and for other purposes.

Authored by Hon. Rogen P. Tabugoc

Hon. Joel E. Bayogbog presented the seventh proposed ordinance and briefly discussed its

Aﬂerﬂlepl&eentaﬁon,anopenmnmwasoammedtodowmeauende&smra'se

BamvgayKagawadBdhanEponduhngeeted.AsamenmerdmeCagwailPaddeMdes
gmup,laninsupportoﬂhepmposedrenta|m=ofP100.00perhourduringdayﬁmeandP1§0.00
per hour during nighttime. My concems are regarding the facility, particularly the damaged lights,
ﬂmhd(dwatammmnmuéngmmpbammm,mdﬂeabsemedmmrphyas.
Pbﬂmaskedwhahafanimmedbwedmmoebbmﬁons,MasuMays,mdwmsne

the facility.

Hm.Bayogbogmsweredmatmecmncemwmﬂdbemrmerdismssedduﬁngmeir
ddbadionhﬂmsessbn.HedsostatedMalmewnmmndedaMmuuberefenedw

the Municipal Engineer’s Office for appropriate action.
Since there were nomrthercamnsmised,mediscussionwasoonduded-
8. An Ordinance requiﬁngOpembrs,Om:elsoerpﬁem'sofReshumms, Fast Food

Chahs,Ealeﬁos,Canteens,FooderBMubs,Camndeﬁas,Barsanddhersiniar
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establishments operating within the Municipality of Cagwait to put-up a potable
drinking water system accessible to the customers or serve the same without cost
Authored by Hon. Guardiano C. Lozada

The proposed ordinance was presented by Hon. Joanne Socorro L. Ubongen and explained
its contents and salient provisions.

Afiter the presentation, an open forum was conducted.
No comment.

9. An Ordinance Revising Municipal Ordinance No. 07-04, expanding its area of
coverage as declared Arangasa Marine Eco-park, Organizing the Arangasa Marine
Eco-Park Project Management Group as well as the Project Management Office,
defining its duties and functions, allocating funds thereof and for other purposes.
Authored by Hon. Guardiano C. Lozada

Hon. Guardiano C. Lozada presented the ninth proposed ordinance and explained its
contents and salient features. He explained that the ordinance introduces new tourism offerings in
Cagwait, consisting of various tour packages and activities, including snorkeling, diving, surfing, and

After the presentation, an open forum followed.

Presiding Officer Tuscano stated that this is different from the beach area, as the capacity is
limited to a maximum of fifty (50) persons allowed in the marine eco-park.

There being no further comments, the discussion was concluded.

10. An Ordinance Enacting the 2026 Revised Revenue Code of the Municipality of
Cagwait, Province of Surigao del Sur.
Authored by Hon. Guardiano C. Lozada
Hon. Guardiano C. Lozada presented the proposed ordinance and highlighted its salient
features. He explained that once the ordinance prescribing the fees and rental rates for the

pickieball court, as presented earlier, is approved, the same will be incorporated into the Revised
Revenue Code.

After the presentation, an open forum was conducted.
There being no comments, the discussion was concluded.

11. An Ordinance providing for a Community Based-Mental Health Program and Delivery
System in the Municipality of Cagwait, Province of Surigao del Sur, Establishing
Mechanisms and Guidelines for its implementation and appropriating necessary
funds therefore and for other purposes.

Authored by Hon. Guardiano C. Lozada

an.AngdynP.Ptadopmentedmedevamlmqpmdomlamgmdexplahedis
mntaﬁsaMsdiereatums.Sheempmshedmalsuasssmnmgmemmawmdm
problem being addressed by the ordinance.

After the presentation, an open forum followed.

Presiding Officer Tuscano requested Ms. Yrica Jie Colongan and Dr. Sherwin Mantilla to
provide additional inputs.

MsanJeCobnga\statedmatmeMSWDOﬁoewﬂlber&spmsbbfmamdudmgﬁe
Mdebdeﬁng,asMofﬁoeispandmeteanassignedtocmmmeachvny.



Dr. Sherwin Mantilla added that the purpose of the ordinance is not to penalize individuals
with mental health conditions, but to ensure that patients with mental health concems are not
neglected by their families. He emphasized the importance of parents being attentive to the mental
health needs of their children. He also noted that the ordinance is needed as part of the
requirements for the Seal of Good Local Governance (SGLG).

No further comments raised, the discussion was concluded.

Presiding Officer Tuscano announced that, after the closing message, a raffie would be
conducted for twenty (20) lucky attendees, with each winner receiving five (5) kilograms of rice.

Vili. CLOSING MESSAGE

There being no further matters to discuss, Hon. Arando P. Reyes was requested fo defiver
the closing message and formally close the public hearing. In his message, he emphasized the
mpalameofpubicpamapahmmtheomdudofmepubbchwmgaMexpressedhs
appreciation for the attendees’ presence and support.

After the closing message, twenty (20) lucky names were drawn, with each winner recewving

five (5) kilograms of rice. The lucky winners expressed their appreciation and delighted upon

iving the assistance. In addition, Hon. Ammando P. Reyes personally gave P500.00 each to
additional four (4) lucky winners as his own personal gesture of support.

The public hearing adjoumned at 12:05 in the afteroon.
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Approved by:
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